element of the push-pull theory of migration 3 . Hence, people migrate to seek higher income and a better quality of life in more developed regions. Thirdly, the argument about economic efficiency is of importance due to the unused potential of production factors, particularly of labour-force, in lagging regions 4 . Consequently, the interest in regional disparities, and also in regional policies, arises.
These considerations are of particular relevance for the One Belt One Road Initiative. Overholt claims 5 that the One Belt One Road Initiative, led by China, is: "a vision of common development of up to 60 (Eurasian and African) countries based on infrastructure development and common standards". Naturally, the territory covered by the Initiative is characterized by huge between-and within-country inequalities. Therefore, it seems desirable to discuss the One Belt One Road Initiative in the context of within-country regional disparities in selected Initiative countries, particularly in China, in Russia and in the Visegrad Four (hereafter referred to as V4) countries. This is also the intent of this paper, which is structured as follows. The first section provides theoretical framework relating to the influence of transport infrastructure on regional development. The second section deals with within-country regional disparities in China, the third section with within-country regional disparities in Russia, and the fourth section with within-country regional disparities in the V4 countries. The fifth section concludes, discussing the relationship between within-country regional disparities and the One Belt One Road Initiative.
Theoretical framework -transport infrastructure and regional development
A number of theories and factors have been proposed to explain differences in regional development. Capello 3 A. Demuth 6 four groups of theories and factors of regional development on the basis of the following two perspectives: (a) the macro-or microeconomic perspectives; and (b) the active or passive role of space. In this regard, the macroeconomic perspective examines the influence of particular factors on regional development using econometric models, while the microeconomic perspective is more focussed on individuals' behaviour. Concerning the passive role of space, the advantages of spatial proximity and of spatial externalities are not considered, while the opposite is true for the active role of space 7 . Table 1 illustrates the classification of theories and factors of regional development with respect to the two defined perspectives.
The One Belt One Road Initiative emphasizes the importance of infrastructure for regional development 8 . This is why the theoretical framework of this paper follows this route and investigates the influence of transport infrastructure on regional development. It is worth noting that transport infrastructure has been an essential element of the classical location theories already since the beginning of the 20 th century 9 . However, no definitive conclusion regarding these effects has been provided. Hájek (2011) The most straightforward arguments concerning the influence of transport infrastructure on regional development are that: (a) improved transport infrastructure decreases transport costs 10 ; and that (b) improved transport infrastructure facilitates market access through improved connectivity
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. Consequently, investments in transport infrastructure projects may be recommended to stimulate the development of peripheral regions. Two counter-arguments, however, can be made in this respect 12 :
• Firstly, transport infrastructure projects often improve more the accessibility of core regions than the accessibility of peripheral regions; • Secondly, transport infrastructure projects may improve the access to markets of core regions. Nevertheless, improved transport infrastructure also cheapens import prices from core to peripheral regions. Consequently, firms in peripheral regions lose their protection from high transport costs and they may become uncompetitive and at risk for failure 13 . Accordingly, the influence of transport infrastructure on regional development and regional disparities 10 M. Lambrinidis, Y. Psycharis, A. Rovolis, Regional allocation of public infrastructure investment: the case of Greece, Regional Studies (2005) Table 3 shows the China's top 5 and bottom 5 provinces with respect to the Gross Regional Product (GRP) per capita. It is indicated that the average GRP per capita of the top 5 provinces is more than three times of the GRP per capita of the bottom 5 provinces. Additionally, the coastal-interior (East-West) and urban-rural pattern of regional disparities is apparent (see table 3; figure 1). Overall, it is fully substantiated to think about the One Road One Belt Initiative in the context of the China's within-country regional disparities. size increasing regional disparities among Russian regions particularly after the collapse of socialism in the 1990s. This is because the socialist redistributive mechanism was substantially weakened and the success of particular regions has become significantly dependent on their capacity to adapt to market conditions. However, Zubarevich and Safronov 36 claim that the Russian redistributive policy has remained relatively strong if compared with the redistributive policy of Kazakhstan or Ukraine.
Regional disparities in Russia
The pattern of regional disparities in Russia is primarily influenced by two groups of factors 37 : • The first group relates to natural factors, including resource endowment and location; • The second group relates to man-made factors, including human capital and institutions. Considering the importance of these two groups of factors, Kholina and Mironova 38 emphasize the following aspects of regional disparities in Russia. Firstly, there is a divide between the European part and the Asian part of Russia. While the first group of factors is of a high importance for the Asian part of Russia, the second group of factors plays an essential role particularly in the European part of Russia. Note that Zubarevich and Safronov 39 , Kolomak 40 point out an increasing importance of the man-made factors in regional development, potentially contributing to increasing regional disparities. Secondly, agglomeration economies are regarded as another key factor of regional differentiation in Russia. On the contrary, peripheral regions (e.g. Siberia, Far East, and Northern Caucasus) suffer from financial and human capital outflow. Thirdly, a number of regions have been negatively affected by their industrial specialization when their dominant industry has experienced considerable difficulties. Table 4 and table 5 illustrate statistics on regional disparities in Russia, with respect to the Gross Regional Product (GRP) per capita. Firstly, the values of the coefficient of variation (table 4) indicate large, though decreasing, regional disparities among Russian regions. As table 5 shows, this is caused by the high GRP per capita of two groups of regions: (a) mineral-rich regions; and (b) main agglomerations (see also figure 2 ). On the contrary, the lowest GRP per capita is characteristic for the Northern Caucasus regions, but also for some rural regions and for peripheral South-Siberian regions (see also figure 2). 
Regional disparities in the V4 countries
Regional disparities of the V4 countries have been influenced by the collapse of socialist regimes at the end of the 1980s. Subsequently, the V4 countries underwent a number of economic, social and political re-forms that have altered the importance of particular factors of regional development. Firstly, the industrial structure of post-socialist countries has been changed. In this regard, the importance of services has been reinforced and deindustrialization and reindustrialization processes have repositioned economic strength of particular regions 44 . Secondly, post-socialist transformation has been accompanied by the increasing importance of agglomeration economies, new knowledge and innovations, human capital and other market-based factors of regional development 45 .
Regarding regional disparities of the V4 countries, the capacity of particular regions to adapt to changing conditions was not the same 46 . Consequently, a number of authors point out increasing within-country regional disparities in the V4 countries 47 , though the betweencountry regional disparities tend to converge 48 . Moreover, some typical features of regional imbalances in the V4 countries have been identified:
• Firstly, large metropolitan areas have benefited significantly from agglomeration economies. Therefore, their socio-economic performance is considerably better compared to that of nonmetropolitan areas 49 ; • Secondly, the proximity to EU markets is essen-tial for the development of V4 regions. Generally, Eastern regions indicate a higher propensity to lag behind their Western counterparts 50 ;
• Thirdly, there are regions suffering from deindustrialization and loss of employment opportunities. Besides peripheral regions, this is the second group of disadvantaged regions in the V4 countries 51 . Table 6 and table 7 illustrate statistics on regional disparities among the V4 regions with respect to the Gross Regional Product (GRP) per capita. In this regard, the presence of large regional disparities is revealed. Moreover, the strong position of the main metropolitan areas is suggested (see table 7 and figure 3). Moreover, table 7 and figure 3 support the claim that Eastern V4 regions lag behind their Western counterparts. Generally, the lowest GRP per capita values are reported for the Eastern V4 regions. 
Discussion and conclusions
The intent of this paper was to discuss the One Belt One Road Initiative in the context of within-country regional disparities in selected Initiative countries, particularly in China, in Russia and in the V4 countries. In this regard, it was shown that regional disparities are a highly relevant research and political theme for all the countries. Moreover, the pattern of regional disparities indicates some typical characteristics of each of the countries. Table 8 summarizes the findings. Regarding the One Belt One Road Initiative, this could have important influence on regional development and regional disparities of analyzed countries. The "Silk Road Economic Belt" stretches across interior China, Western Russia and V4 countries. Hence, the belt may be perceived to be somehow opposite to the typical directions of regional inequalities in China and V4 countries, creating potential for more balanced regional development. Concerning Russia, the belt stretches close to the Moscow region. Therefore, the Russian story seems to be different from that of China and V4 countries and more focussed on the competitiveness objective of regional development. Because the One Belt One Road Initiative is infrastructure oriented, it is desirable to consider the theoretical framework relating to the influence of transport infrastructure on regional development and regional disparities.
